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OPEN SOURCE GIS EXPANDS IN 
WASHINGTON STATE 
By Whitney K. Bowerman 

 
Open source (OS) software is hardly unique to GIS – 

it has been an active development platform since the 1980’s 
and is common across a variety of operating systems and 
applications. By definition OS software is that for which the 
source code and other rights typically reserved for copyright 
holders are provided under a software license. This license 
must meet the Open Source Definition 
(http://opensource.org/docs/osd) or exist in the public 
domain. Users are permitted to use, change and improve the 
software, and to redistribute it in modified or unmodified 
forms. This means that both proprietary and OS software can 
be integrated with or built on top of OS software.  

The debate between open source and proprietary (or 
closed source) software is a heated one, with commonly held 
myths about both. Critics of open source development assert 
that systems should be designed by as few architects as 
possible in order to ensure the system’s integrity, with clearly 
identified roles for everyone on the project team. Open 
source supporters argue that open development encourages 
better quality, higher reliability, more flexibility and lower 
cost because it relies on many users and developers.  

 
Contrary to popular belief, open source GIS and 

proprietary GIS are not mutually exclusive. Because open 
source software doesn’t push a specific format, it can be 
integrated with other software. OS GIS can run on many 
operating systems, including Windows, Linux and Mac OS X, 
and accepts a variety of spatial data input formats.  

See: Open Source GIS, page 4
_______________________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 Fellow Friends and Colleagues, 

As the 2009 Washington GIS Conference fast 
approaches, I have been reflecting on the time I have served as a 
volunteer, board member, and President of WAURISA.  In the few 
short years that I have been involved with this great organization, 
I have watched it grow and mature, and have had the pleasure of 
learning from and working with many great colleagues in our 
Washington State GIS community.  Together, we have worked 
hard to revise and approve by-laws, form new committees, fund 
an educational competition in honor of Dick Thomas, develop an 
online forum, website and newsletter, grow our conference and 
plan for our future.  I believe that this growth and maturity will 
continue as we welcome new board members, volunteers, and 
increase our membership.   

The 2009 Washington GIS Conference will be an exciting 
event this year.  We have so many high quality speakers lined up 
– presenting on topics ranging from Public Safety to Python 
Scripting.  Please take a look at the preliminary agenda which can 
be accessed on our website: Uwww.waurisa.org H.  We are excited to 
hold the conference at Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue, 
Washington – I hope that you will consider attending.  Our 
attendance is looking very strong, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing everyone there! 

I can’t thank all of the volunteers and board members enough 
for all of the hard work they do.  I truly appreciate all of the time 
that they have given to prepare for the conference, attend 
meetings, and work to better our organization.   Please let me 
know if you are interested in becoming more involved, or if there 
are things we can improve for our members.  It has truly been an 
honor to serve you all.  Thank you! 

-Angela Johnson, WAURISA President 
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LOSS AND DAMAGE MODELING USING 
HAZUS-MH AND REORGANIZATION OF 
THE WASHINGTON STATE HAZUS USER 
GROUP (WAHUG) 
By: Cathy Walker, GIS Analyst; Washington Military Department – GIS 
Section 

 
HAZUS-MH (Hazards U.S. – Multi-Hazard) is a 

nationally applicable standardized methodology and software 
program that allows an emergency manager or GIS professional 
the ability to estimate potential losses from an earthquake, 
coastal or riverine flooding event, or hurricane wind event. 
HAZUS-MH is a no cost software product developed by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) under contract 
with the National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS). HAZUS-
MH operates as an extension within ESRI’s (Environmental 
Systems Research Institute) ArcGIS Desktop software. It allows 
the user to map and display hazard data and the results of 
damage and economic loss estimates for buildings and 
infrastructure. In addition, the software allows users to estimate 
the impacts of earthquakes, floods, and hurricane winds on 
populations to include shelter and temporary housing estimates 
and potential causalities from the modeled hazard event.   

HAZUS-MH software allows for three 
levels of analysis based on the level of 
expertise, effort, and accuracy needed 

by the user. 
The estimates of potential losses and casualties from the 

hazard event modeled in HAZUS-MH are essential to decision 
making at all levels of government. The information obtained 
from modeling such hazards in HAZUS are essential pieces 
information to include when developing hazard mitigation plans 
and policies, emergency preparedness plans, and during 
response and recovery planning. FEMA released a new version 
of HAZUS, version MR3, in September of 2007. Now, the 
amount of time it takes to run a building analysis within the 
flood model has been decreased and users are able to import 
user-supplied flood maps and flood depth grids into their 
analysis parameters. Additionally, changes to the earthquake 
model include adjustable population distribution parameters for 
casualty estimates and the elimination of partial-ignitions for 
after event fire estimates.  

The HAZUS-MH software allows for three levels of analysis 
based on the level of expertise, effort, and accuracy needed by 
the user. Users can improve the level of accuracy of loss 
estimates generated by the HAZUS software by improving the 
HAZUS supplied data with more detailed information on 
population, building inventory, and infrastructure data about 
their specific community. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The following are descriptions and expertise needed for 
each level of HAZUS-MH analysis: 
• Level 1: This level generates a basic estimate of 

earthquake, flood, and hurricane wind losses. This level 
of analysis is produced using the national databases and 
expert-based analysis parameters included in the HAZUS-
MH software. This level is commonly referred to as the 
“out-of-the-box” method of loss and damage estimation. 
A limited amount of user knowledge is needed to 
perform this level of analysis, with training from FEMA’s 
Basic HAZUS-MH (E313) course or ESRI’s Virtual Campus 
HAZUS courses providing sufficient knowledge and 
background to perform such an analysis. 

• Level 2: More accurate loss and damage estimates are 
produced in this analysis by including detailed 
information on local hazard conditions and/or by 
replacing or updating the national default inventories 
supplied with the HAZUS-MH software. These updates 
include more accurate local inventories of buildings, 
essential facilities, and other important infrastructure 
present in the local community. There is no standard 
way to perform a Level 2 analysis, but priority should be 
given to sensitivity studies that can guide the user to the 
information that will best improve the loss estimates for 
their specific area of interest. Scientific professionals and 
emergency managers can play key roles in developing a 
Level 2 hazard analysis with HAZUS-MH software. Some 
background in loss estimation and experience in using 
HAZUS-MH is required for running a Level 2 analysis.  

• Level 3: This is a state-of-the-art damage and loss 
estimate that includes all the hazard and inventory 
improvements in a Level 2 analysis, in addition to expert 
adjustments of analysis parameters and the use of 
advanced HAZUS-MH capabilities such as the Advanced 
Engineering Building Module (AEBM) and the Potable 
Water System Analysis Model (POWSAM), both of which 
come with the HAZUS-MH software. A Level 3 analysis 
requires participation by earth scientists, structural 
engineers, land use planners, and emergency managers 
to provide an accurate inventory and assessment of 
community vulnerability. This level of HAZUS analysis 
requires a high degree of expertise in HAZUS software 
and the file structure of the HAZUS databases by the 
user. 

Since 1997, HAZUS User Groups (HUGs) have been 
formed throughout the nation. The HUGs are led by 
volunteers and provide a mechanism for creating partnerships 
between local/county emergency managers and GIS 
professionals from both public and private sector 
organizations. These partnerships have become increasingly 
important in enabling the sharing of resources to determine 
risk and vulnerabilities to communities using HAZUS-MH 
software. 
 

See:  Hazus, page 3 
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Figure 1. Population Density in Louisville, Kentucky in Relation 

to the Earthquake Hazard 

WAHUG operated for a short time after the 
Nisqually quake providing on-site installation and 
technical support of the HAZUS-MH software and held 
user group meetings to share information and analysis 
successes of HAZUS. About two years after WAHUG 
was started it was disbanded due to lack of member 
participation and a sense of disinterest in the use of 
HAZUS software within the state. 

With the recent back-to-back flooding events in 
western Washington in 2008 and 2009, the interest 
and use of HAZUS-MH software has grown in the 
region. In addition, successful uses of UHAZUS during 
Hurricane IkeH and earthquake loss estimation studies 
such as the one performed in USalt Lake City’s Sugar 
House Community H, have shown how useful a tool 
HAZUS can be for personnel involved in disaster 
preparedness and mitigation planning. With this 
increased awareness and interest in HAZUS, the GIS 
Section within the Washington Military Department’s 
Information Technology Division was contacted by 
Nick Delmedico, HAZUS Point of Contact, of FEMA 
Region X in hopes that the Washington HAZUS User 
Group would be reformed by a member of the GIS 
Section. Cathy Walker, a GIS Analyst with the Military 
Department’s GIS Section assumed responsibility as 
the new WAHUG Coordinator and worked with Mr. 
Delmedico to revitalize the Washington HAZUS User 
Group.  

 
See:  Hazus, page 4 

 

 
Figure 1. Ground Shaking from a magnitude 7.1 Earthquake 

on California's Newport-Inglewood Fault 

HAZUS 
Continued from page 2 

Currently, there are 22 active HUGs within the 
United States, with at least one HAZUS user group in 
each of FEMA’s ten regions. HAZUS User Groups have 
been formed by university professors, private industry 
professionals, and emergency managers at both the 
state and local levels. FEMA provides HUGs with 
technical assistance through the FEMA website and 
published materials (Figure 1 and 2), Annual HAZUS 
Conferences, strategic planning and on-site assistance. 
The California Valley, Arkansas, and Virginia HAZUS 
User Groups are the three most recent HUGs to be 
formed, with personnel from FEMA Region X working 
to form a HUG chapter in Alaska in the near future. 

The Nisqually Earthquake that struck the Puget 
Sound region at a magnitude 6.8 on February 28, 2001 
was one of the largest earthquakes in Washington 
State history. Shortly after the Nisqually Earthquake, 
the Washington State Emergency Management 
Division’s (EMD) Science and Technology Section 
formed the Washington HAZUS User Group (WAHUG). 
The HAZUS user group was formed by EMD after the 
Nisqually Earthquake as a way of fostering the use of 
FEMA’s HAZUS-MH software by local and county 
emergency mangers and GIS professionals in order to 
help determine risk and vulnerability to both 
earthquakes and floods within Washington 
communities.  
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HAZUS 
Continued from page 3 

 

The first meeting of WAHUG was held on March 19th at 
the Washington State Emergency Management building 
located at the Washington National Guard Headquarters - 
Camp Murray, just south of Lakewood, WA. 
Announcements for the first meeting of WAHUG were 
distributed to GIS user group e-mail lists and to emergency 
management distribution lists. A total of 24 people 
attended the WAHUG meeting in person with an additional 
6 people attending via conference call and web 
presentation. The first meeting included distribution of the 
HAZUS-MH software to meeting attendees, and a 
presentation of software requirements and 
recommendations, available training for HAZUS, the new 
FEMA HAZUS credentialing program, and a discussion on 
what attendees wanted to get from the HAZUS user group 
experience. Meeting participants expressed interest in local 
training classes on HAZUS, the HAZUS credentialing 
program, and learning more about successful uses of 
HAZUS for debris management planning and vulnerability 
and risk assessments. A quarterly meeting schedule was 
also decided upon by meeting attendees with increased 
communication among user group members using the new 
WAHUG website Uwww.usehazus.com/wahugH and a Military 
Department ftp site to distribute meeting handouts, 
member contact information, and HAZUS success stories. 
With such a large interest in HAZUS training classes by 
participants, the requirements for becoming a HAZUS 
certified trainer are being researched by FEMA GIS and the 
Military Department GIS Section personnel to be able to 
provide locally held FEMA certified HAZUS training in the 
near future.  

The next meeting of the Washington HAZUS user group 
is going to be held during the third or fourth week of May 
with a definitive date to be determined shortly. This 
meeting will include a presentation of successful uses of 
HAZUS and more information on upcoming training classes 
and the FEMA HAZUS credentialing program.  Emergency 
managers and GIS professionals interested in participating 
in WAHUG are encouraged to contact Cathy Walker, 
WAHUG Coordinator, at (253)512-7056 or 
Uc.walker@mil.wa.gov H for more information. Meeting 
presentations and dates of future WAHUG meetings will be 
posted on the WAHUG website.  

 

OPEN SOURCE GIS 
Continued from page 1 

Another common perception is that Open Source GIS is 
largely geared towards developers and other do-it-yourselfers. 
Although true to some extent, this mentality is starting to 
change. As proprietary GIS software has evolved so has OS 
GIS, becoming easier to use and in some cases outperforming 
proprietary software such as ESRI’s ArcGIS. Additionally, finding 
help is becoming easier as numerous companies are starting to 
offer services and support for OS GIS (listings are available on 
Uhttp://www.osgeo.org/search_profile H). Online chat rooms and 
knowledge basis provide another vehicle for obtaining 
information and assistance.   

The organization spearheading the promotion of open 
source geospatial technology is the Open Source Geospatial 
Foundation (OSGeo). The mission of this not-for-profit 
organization (currently seeking 501 C-3 status) is to support 
and promote the collaborative development of open geospatial 
technologies and data. The Cascadia Users of Geospatial Open 
Source (CUGOS) is the local, informal chapter of OSGeo. The 
group meets monthly at LizardTech in downtown Seattle to 
discuss, learn, advocate, and socialize. They have about 120 
members, with 10 to 30 people attending each user group 
meeting.  

This year’s Washington GIS Conference will have a major 
open source GIS presence. CUGOS will be organizing one of the 
Monday workshops, “Introduction to Open Source GIS – A 
Practical Approach.” CUGOS will also have an information table 
related to OSGeo and local resources for open source GIS. 
Several presentations will also focus on OS GIS.  
Sources and Resources 
• Buchanan, Todd R. Comparison of Geographic Information 

System Software (ArcGIS 9.0 and GRASS 6.0): 
Implementation and Case Study. N.d. Available at: 
Uhttp://covenant-tech.com/thesis.pdf H . 

• Cascadia Users of Geospatial Open Source  
Uhttp://www.cugos.org H    

• Gerlick, Michael P. OSGeo & LizardTech. CPS Users Group 
Meeting. Seattle, WA. 18 March 2009. Available at: 
Uhttp://cugos.googlegroups.com/ H . 

• Open Source Initiative Uhttp://www.opensource.org H  
• Open Source Geospatial Foundation Uhttp://www.osgeo.org H  
• Steiniger, Stefan and Erwan Bocher. “An Overview of 

Current Free and Open Source Desktop GIS 
Developments.” International Journal of Geographical 
Information Science. Issue 1 (2008). Available at: 
Uhttp://terragis.net/docs/presentations/sstein_foss_desktop
_gis_overview.pdf H .  

• Vennemann, Karsten. Open Source Geospatial Software: A 
Brief Overview. N.d. Available at: 
Uhttp://terragis.net/docs/presentations/open_source_gis_ov
erview_terragis_2008.pdfH .  

• Vennemann, Karsten. Implementing Web GIS Solutions 
Using Open Source Software. N.d. 
Uhttp://terragis.net/docs/presentations/web_gis_open_sourc
e_overview_terragis_2008.pdfH .  

 
Whitney K. Bowerman is the Olympia Area Editor for The Summit 
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WAGIC 2009 MEETING DATES  
This calendar lists the bi-monthly WAGIC Council Meetings  
Please confirm meeting dates, times, and places with the 
contact person. WAGIC Council Meetings are Video-
teleconferenced to sites across the state.  

June 18, 2009  
• 10:00 a.m. WAGIC Council Meeting - Agenda, 

Letter from Chair, Presentations, Minutes  
August 20, 2009  

• 10:00 a.m. - WAGIC Council Meeting - Agenda, 
Letter from Chair, Presentations, Minutes  

• 1:30 p.m. - Framework Management Group - 
Proposed Agenda  

October 15, 2009  
• 10:00 a.m. - WAGIC Council Meeting - Agenda, 

Letter from Chair, Presentations, Minutes  
• 1:30 p.m. - Framework Management Group - 

Proposed Agenda  
December 17, 2009  

• 10:00 a.m. - WAGIC Council Meeting - Agenda, 
Letter from Chair, Presentations, Minutes  

 
For more information and videoconference sites visit 

Uhttp://wgic.wa.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WAGIS 2009 REGIONAL GIS STRATEGIC 
PLANNING SESSIONS 
WAGIS NEEDS YOUR INPUT! 
By Joy Paulus 
 

All people, at all levels, and in all industries are either directly or
indirectly impacted by geographic information technology.  Please 
join WAGIS in the 2009 statewide effort to address the geospatial 
direction for Washington. 

Monday, June 8, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Vancouver 

Tuesday, June 9, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Tri-Cities 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Spokane

Thursday, June 11, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Wenatchee

Monday, June 15, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Olympia 

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Seattle 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 from 10:00 - 3:00 - Mt. 
Vernon 

To register for a session contact: Joy Paulus at 
Ujoyp@dis.wa.gov 
Travel assistance is available. 
This effort is sponsored and supported by FGDC, USGS and 
WAGIC members and organization. 
 
Joy Paulus, GIS Coordinator  
Department of Information Services  
360.902.3447, Ujoyp@dis.wa.gov H  
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2009 WAURISA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ELECTION 
Election of WAURISA officers and board members will take place 
during the 2009 Washington GIS Conference in Bellevue.  
Officers and board members are elected to two year terms.  
Current board members with their terms are shown below: 

WAURISA Board of Directors 
Position Name Term 

President Angela Johnson 2007-2009 
Vice President Dean Tatham 2007-2009 
Secretary Greg Babinski 2007-2009 
Treasurer Steve Schunzel 2007-2009 
Past President Rick Lortz 2007-2009 
BOD Member Don Burdick 2008-2010 
BOD Member Heather Glock 2008-2010 
BOD Member Lurleen Smith 2007-2009 
BOD Member Heather Spates 2007-2009 
BOD Member Amanda Taub 2008-2010 
BOD Member Donna Wendt 2007-2009 

Attendance at the Conference includes one-year membership in 
WAURISA and the right to vote for board members.  An official 
ballot and candidate statements will be included with conference 
attendee registration packets.  Ballots must be cast by 12:00 
noon on Wednesday, May 6.  Results will be announced during 
the annual membership meeting on Wednesday afternoon.

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the slate of candidates recommended by the 
Nominations Committee, write in candidates are also allowed. 

President 
Don Burdick 

Vice President 
Greg Babinski 

Secretary 
Karl Johansen 

Treasurer 
Tonya Elliott 

At-Large Board Members (3 open positions) 
Neal Berry 
Cort Daniel 
Whitney K. Bowerman 
Steve Schunzel 
Donna Wendt 
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2009 WASHINGTON GIS CONFERENCE PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
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2009 WASHINGTON GIS CONFERENCE PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
 

 

Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration! 

 
Tuesday Evening Social in the 

Vendor Exhibit Hall 
 

Don’t Miss It! 
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2009 WASHINGTON GIS CONFERENCE PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
 

 

 
2009 SPONSORS 
WAURISA thanks the 
following sponsors for 
helping to make the 2009 
Washington GIS Conference 
possible: 
 

Mt. Rainier Sponsor: 
• ESRI 

Mt. Adams Sponsors: 
• Electronic Data 

Solutions 
• ESM Consulting 

Engineers 
• GeoLine Positioning 

Systems 
• King County GIS Center 
• LizardTech 
• PacificCAD 

Mt. Baker Sponsors: 
• Aerials Express 
• Latitude Geographics 
• MJ Harden Associates, 

Inc. 
• The PPI Group 
• Terra GIS Ltd 
• Terra Remote Sensing 

(USA) Inc. 
• Woolpert 

Mt. Olympus Sponsor: 
• Mizar, LLC 
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An example of Christopher’s work with the Parks Department. 
The parcels with the yellow outlines were from the original GIS 
dataset. Using tabular data to identify the appropriate parcels, 

he has since added the three northernmost red-hatched parcels 
to the inventory. 

 
The Northwest Response Team, based in the Seattle 

area, organizes volunteers to help provide relief to 
disaster victims. Glenn Brooks leads this organization, 
and he listed some of the events the Team has helped 
with: the Southeast Asia tsunami in 2004, Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar in 2008. 
Ongoing projects include HIV/AIDS in Kenya, and food 
distribution in Zimbabwe. The Team’s volunteers usually 
work from a local center that is established for each 
disaster, although they may choose to deploy abroad if 
that need is identified. The Team has 178 volunteers, 
plus 60 that participated in the Cyclone Nargis effort, and 
has logged over 15,000 hours of volunteer time over the 
last five years. 
 

A portion of a historical Donation Land Claim map. The project 
involved digitizing the land claims and linking the claimant to a 

genealogical database. 
 
 

See:  GIS Service, page 13 

GIS: GIVING INVALUABLE SERVICES 
By Eadie Kaltenbacher, GISP 

 
Do you ever wonder how some people manage to do it all? 

They work full-time, care for their families, cook from scratch, pay 
their bills on time, exercise, have a social life, and maintain an 
impeccably clean home. Maybe they also spend time on hobbies, 
attend the kids’ soccer games, take classes, or sign up for extra 
responsibilities in their community or place of worship. The truth 
is, everybody is given the same 24 hours each day. It’s up to each 
of us how we prioritize our activities in those precious hours. 
Everybody picks and chooses. This story is about those people 
who choose to spend some of their time volunteering, and some 
of the organizations that provide opportunities for them. 

Christopher Leyh is a GIS professional who volunteers for the 
Parks and Recreation Department of Kitsap County. While the 
Department doesn’t have a GIS Analyst on staff, they have access 
to ESRI software through the County. Christopher is using ArcGIS 
to create a more accurate inventory of the Department’s physical 
resources. The Department has this information stored in tabular 
format, but GIS gives them the ability to visualize the location, 
size, and geographical relationships of their assets.  In turn, this 
capability will ensure that the Department manages their 
resources in the most efficient manner possible. 

Christopher approached Kitsap County looking for volunteer 
opportunities working with GIS in July of 2008. He had recently 
returned to Port Orchard, where he grew up, and was looking for 
work. He decided to volunteer in order to keep up his GIS skills, 
and to obtain networking opportunities. Christopher has a varied 
background, including time in the Marine Corps and studies in 
Japan. He became interested in GIS while he was performing 
crime analysis work for the City of Redlands, and he obtained a 
certificate in GIS from UC Riverside. After reviewing his 
qualifications, the County’s Volunteer Coordinator matched him 
with the Parks Department. Christopher enjoys the challenges of 
working with new GIS data, and his advice for other potential 
volunteers is to make your own opportunity. He notes that 
organizations may not know to approach you or what you can 
offer, so it is up to the volunteer to take the first step. He also 
advises that to make volunteering a priority, it is important to 
organize your schedule and set aside times for it. Christopher is 
still looking for work, but is considering volunteering even after he 
is employed. 

Christopher’s story has some common themes with my own. 
In 2006, I moved to Oregon, and began to search for work 
without knowing anyone in the state other than my husband. 
While I was applying for jobs, I decided to volunteer to broaden 
my network and keep my GIS skills current. My husband was 
working for the Oregon State Archives, and he put me in touch 
with the Archives Volunteer Coordinator. Through her, I 
volunteered on a project to digitize the locations of historical 
Donation Land Claims (land given to pioneers settling the Oregon 
Territory). I also met the Manager of the Archives Records 
Management Unit, who put me in touch with Cy Smith, Oregon’s 
Statewide GIS Coordinator. I began volunteering with Cy’s 
organization too, working on a GIS analysis to determine the best 
locations for a new state hospital. While my efforts did not directly 
result in a job offer, I did receive indirect benefits. I kept up-to-
date with GIS technology, and made some contacts that served as 
references when I moved my job search to Washington. 
Additionally, my volunteer time counted towards points in the 
GISP certification process. 
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GIS CORPS 
 

...At the heart of volunteerism are the ideals of service and 
solidarity and the belief that together we can make the 
world a better place.  
...But far away from the spotlight, there are millions of 
generous individuals who, around the clock and around the 
world, roll up their sleeves and volunteer to help in any 
way they can.  
...Volunteers do not ask, "why volunteer?", but rather 
"when?", "where?" and "how?". These dedicated and 
courageous individuals are important partners in the quest 
for a better, fairer and safer world.  

-Kofi A. Annan: International Volunteer Day, 05.12.2003 
--------------------------------------- 

Interested in giving back or paying forward the 
generosity of mentors and teachers? Interested in helping 
bridge the digital divide that separates communities and 
hemispheres?  

A program of the Urban and Regional Information 
Systems Association (URISA), GISCorps coordinates short 
term, volunteer GIS services to underprivileged 
communities worldwide. Our services support humanitarian 
relief, community development, local capacity building, 
health and education.  

GISCorps is run by a Core Committee who e-meet 
monthly but e-communicate daily. Since its inception in 
October 2003, the Corps has attracted 100's of volunteers 
from over 67 countries. To date, GISCorps has deployed 
over 125 volunteers to 44 missions around the globe. 
These volunteers have contributed over 7,000 working 
hours towards those missions.  

If you want to volunteer with the GISCorps fill out our 
Volunteer Application Form.  If you need services from the 
GISCorps fill out our Project Application Form.  

Uhttp://www.giscorps.org/H  

GISCI NEWS 

 
53 New Certified GIS Professionals (GISPs) were 

announced on March 25, 2009, bringing the total number 
of GISPs to 4,439, including 138 in Washington State! 

 

Uhttp://www.gisci.org/H  

GIS SERVICE 
Continued from page 12 

 
According to Glenn, most of a volunteer’s time is spent 

working with the data: digitizing, editing, and attributing. For 
example, more than 20,000 rice paddy boundaries were digitized 
for the Cyclone Nargis project, in order to determine the 
difference in food-producing area before and after the disaster. 
This kind of editing also involves learning about the situation at 
hand. Specifically, volunteers had to learn about rice paddies as 
an agricultural system: farmers may plant alternate crops in the 
paddies at different times of the year, so to identify a paddy from 
an aerial image, volunteers had to learn these details.  Volunteers 
also spend some of their time performing analysis. After 
Southeast Asia tsunami hit, volunteers digitized the boundaries of 
affected shrimp ponds, and used that to calculate a volume 
estimate of the amount of clean fill needed to re-build the area. 
Finally, volunteers may work on project planning. World Vision 
has a large database of HIV/AIDS statistics for Kenya, and GIS is 
used to visualize this data and help them plan so they can make 
the most effective use out of their resources. 

The benefits that a volunteer provides to an agency like the 
Northwest Response Team are numerous. They can help the 
organization deal with technology that would otherwise be under-
utilized, they contribute valuable skills to solve problems, and the 
time they spend has a direct impact on the task at hand. 
Volunteers may benefit too: students and job-seekers gain 
experience in a variety of skills and settings. However, Glenn 
points out that the main benefit is the opportunity to help other 
people who are in need. Glenn praised local GIS professionals as 
the “most caring, professional, responsible group I’ve ever worked 
with.”  

In addition to volunteering within your community, there are 
also opportunities to volunteer abroad. GISCorps, part of URISA, 
coordinates short-term volunteer GIS projects serving 
underprivileged communities all over the world. GISCorps will be 
publicizing their current efforts with brochures to be distributed at 
the WAURISA conference in May. 

 
With the recent passage of National Volunteer Week (April 19-

25), this is a good time to consider volunteering. If you are 
wondering where you will find the time, consider this statistic 
from the American Time Use Study conducted by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics: on average, volunteers spend about one less 
hour per day watching television than non-volunteers. 
 
Eadie Kaltenbacher is the volunteer West Sound Area Editor for The 
Summit 
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  UWWW.ESRI.COMH 

 
UWWW.KINGCOUNTY.GOV/GISH 

 
UWWW.PAT.CAH  

 
UWWW.GEOLINE.COMH  

 
UWWW.THEPPIGROUP.COMH    UWWW.SIDWELLCO.COM H  

 
UWWW.TERRAGOTECH.COMH  

 
UWWW.SPATIALWAVE.COMH  

  UWWW.GEONORTH.COMH  

 
UWWW.LIZARDTECH.COMH  

UWWW.SKAGITCOUNTY.NET/GISH 

 

 
UWWW.PACIFICAD.COMH  

In addition to the paid sponsors listed on this page, 
WAURISA acknowledges support from the following 
agencies that provide chapter board members:   

 

UWWW.ELECDATA.COMH 

• City of Auburn 
• City of Bellingham 
• City of Burien 
• City of Des Moines 
• CH2M Hill 
• ESRI 

• King County GIS Center  
• Lakehaven Utility District 
• Peninsula Light Company 
• Douglas County 
• Wendt GIS 

 

WAURISA SPONSORS 
WAURISA thanks the following sponsors for their generous support…. 
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The Summit is published by WAURISA, The Washington State 
Chapter of the URISA.  To encourage the discussion of issues and 
ideas of importance to the Washington GIS community we 
welcome letters to the editor and opinion essays.  Letters to the 
editor should be a maximum of 100 words and essays should be 
limited to 500 words.   
Chief Editor:     Greg Babinski 
Interview Editor:  Effie Moody 
Interview Editor  Michelle Lortz 
Olympia Area Editor:  Whitney K. Bowerman 
West Sound Area Editor: Eadie Kaltenbacher 
For subscriptions, content, comments, or suggestions, email: 
USummitGISNews@URISA.orgH  

PUBLIC MAPS IN WASHINGTON 
The Coleman Docks of the Washington State Ferry 

System see thousands of commuters pass through every 
day, as well as tourists and travels to and from Kitsap 
County and the Olympic Peninsula.  Large signs along Alaska
Way in Seattle direct motorists into the docks and waiting 
area.  But if you look carefully, you will see that the signs 
are printed on old Puget Sound navigation charts with the 
ferry routes indicated.  Is this use of old maps just recycling, 
subtle marketing – or both?  

 
Navigation Chart Used for WSF Entrance Sign 

 

Do you know of a public map display in Washington?  
Send it to The Summit and we’ll include it in a future issue. 

   -Editor 

THE SUMMIT – LITERARY CORNER 
Treasure Island – The Map 

'The bundle was sewn together, and the doctor had to 
get out his instrument-case, and cut the stitches with 
his medical scissors. It contained two things - a book 
and a sealed paper…. The paper had been sealed in 
several places with a thimble by way of seal; the very 
thimble, perhaps, that I had found in the captain's 
pocket. The doctor opened the seals with great care, 
and there fell out the map of an island, with latitude 
and longitude, soundings, names of hills, and bays and 
inlets, and every particular that would be needed to 
bring a ship to a safe anchorage upon its shores. It was 
about nine miles long and five across, shaped, you 
might say, like a fat dragon standing up, and had two 
fine land-locked harbours, and a hill in the center part 
marked 'The Spy-glass'. There were several additions of 
a later date; but, above all, three crosses of red ink - 
two on the north part of the island, one in the south-
west, and beside this last, in the same red ink, and in a 
small, neat hand, very different from the captain's 
tottery characters, these words: "Bulk of treasure here". 

 
- Robert Louis Stevenson, 1881 

THE SUMMIT  -  EDITORIAL 

GIS IS EVERYWHERE 
GIS Every Where is the theme of the 2009 Washington GIS 

Conference, to be held May 4th through the 6th in Bellevue.  GIS of 
course can answer the question ‘where is it?’ – with the ‘it’ being 
anything that can be identified with a location on the earth’s surface.  
For the GIS community that means every feature within Washington 
is of potential interest and use.  GIS has also become ubiquitous.  
Almost every county in the state has a GIS, as well as many cities, 
special agencies, and utilities.  State and federal government GIS 
cover Washington and beyond.   

What does the concept ‘GIS Every Where’ mean to us in the 
community?  GIS and web mapping applications have heightened 
awareness of geography and its importance to society.  More and 
more people are aware that geography matters – for protection of 
natural resources, to respond to climate change, and to design the 
transportation networks and communities that will be home to the 
millions of new citizens who will call Washington home in the future. 

GIS Every Where also means awareness that GIS has been 
integrated into the modern educational system.  And not just within 
geography or GIS programs, but within many academic disciplines 
that use GIS as an important tool.  Examples include public safety, 
public health, business, science, and marketing.  We will see more 
and more future opportunities for the GIS community to help 
welcome these newcomers and introduce them to the data resources, 
applications, and best practices that we have been refining 
throughout our careers. 

Perhaps the greatest potential for future GIS growth is within 
business.  A key challenge for the GIS community will be to facilitate 
participation by the business sector in the professional development 
of GIS in a way that shares best practices while protects the 
competitive advantage that businesses look for with their GIS 
implementation. 

Many of our friends and neighbors use GIS almost every day but 
don’t realize it.  The many web mapping applications and GIS based 
appliances that we use – GPS, cell phones, mashups, and many 
others – prove that GIS is every where. 

Those of us in the GIS community have a great opportunity to be 
a part of this profound growth of GIS.  Whether we are making use of 
the newest tools, or helping to create awareness of the benefit of GIS 
based applications, we can all take advantage of the fact that GIS is 
Every Where. 
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 WAURISA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Angela Johnson: Uangela.johnson@ch2m.comH  
Vice President Dean Tatham Udeant@burienwa.govH  
Secretary Greg Babinski: Ugreg.babinski@kingcounty.govH  
Treasurer Steve Schunzel: Usschunzel@desmoineswa.govH  
Past President Rick Lortz: Urlortz@lakehaven.org 
Board Members At-Large: 

Don Burdick:  Udburdick@cob.org 
Heather Glock: Uhglock@esri.com 
Lurleen Smith: Ulurleen@penlight.org 
Heather Spates: Uhspates@auburnwa.gov 
Amanda Taub Uataub@co.douglas.wa.us 
Donna Wendt: d_l_r_wendt@hotmail.com 

WAURISA COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS 
Marty Balikov: Umbalikov@esri.com 
Neil Berry: UNeil.berry@seattle.gov 
Randy Bracket  Urandyb@co.island.wa.us 
Daryn Brown: UDaryn.Brown@ci.bothell.wa.us 
Dave Brown: daveb@ehsintl.com 
Whitney Bowerman: Uwbowerma@ci.olympia.wa.us 
Chuck Buzzard: Ucbuzzar@co.pierce.wa.us 
Jaime Crawford: UJaime.crawford@ch2m.com 
Jennifer Cutler  Ucutler.jennifer@nisqually-nsn.gov 
Starla DeLory: Ustarla@deloreyworks.com 
Mike Dana: Umike@mdrmanage.com 
Cort Daniel: Ucort.daniel@co.pierce.wa.us H  
Tonya Elliott: UTonya_Elliott@hotmail.com 
Melissa Faga: Umfaga@redmond.govH  
Bryan Fiedor  Ubfiedor@jsanet.com 
Byron Gessel:  UByron_Gessel@RL.gov 
Holly Glaser: Uh.glaser@comcast.net 
Tami Griffin: Ugriffit@wsdot.wa.govH  
Tony Hartrich: Uthartrich@quinault.org 
John Joseph: Ujjoseph@esri.com 
Eadie Kaltenbacher: Uekaltenb@co.kitsap.wa.usH  
Tom Kimpel  Utom.kimpel@ofm.wa.gov 
Jitka Kotelenska: UJitka.Kotelenska@CH2M.com H  
Michelle Lortz: Umichelle@lortzco.com 
Reily Love: UReily@LoveGIS.comH  
Russ Michel: Ugisprofessional@hotmail.com 
Effie Moody: Ueffie.moody@seattle.gov 
Jean Postlethwaite: Ujean.postlethwaite@co.chelan.wa.us 
Ann Stark UAStark@cob.org 
Matt Stull: Umatts@co.mason.wa.us 
Cathy Walker c.walker@emd.wa.gov  
Bob Wendt: Urwendt@cityoftacoma.org 
Walker Willingham Walker.willingham@gmail.com 

 

GIS USER GROUPS IN WASHINGTON 
ACSM – Washington State Section 
http://www.wss-acsm.org/ 

ASPRS Puget Sound Region 
http://www.photogrammetry.com/ASPRS-PSR/ 

CCascadia Users of Geospatial Open Source 
http://groups.google.com/group/cugos/  
Contact Karsten Venneman at: karsten@terragis.net  

Central Puget Sound GIS User Group 
http://waurisa.org/phpBB2/viewforum.php?f=24 
Contact Nora Gierloff at:  Ungierloff@ci.tukwila.wa.us 

Central Washington GIS User Group 
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the Super China 
Buffet in East Wenatchee, WA at 12:00 noon. 
For information contact Amanda Taub at: 
Uataub@co.douglas.wa.usH  

King County GIS User Group 
http://www.metrokc.gov/gis/KC_Users_Group.htm 
Meets 1st Wednesday every other month at 11:00am at the 
KCGIS Center, 201 S. Jackson Street, Seattle WA, Conf Room 
7044/7045. 

Northwest Washington GIS User Group 
http://www.acadweb.wwu.edu/gis/nwgis_mtgs.htm 

Washington Geographic Information Council (WAGIC) 
http://wagic.wa.gov/   
Join Listserve at: http://listserv.wa.gov/archives/wagic.html 

Washington Hazus Users Group 
http://www.usehazus.com/wahug  
Contact Gathy Walker at: c.walker@mil.wa.gov   

To have your GIS related group or event listed in future issues 
of The Summit, notify the editor at: 
SummitGISNews@URISA.org.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To be added to The Summit mailing list, contact: 
USummitGISNews@URISA.org 
Back issues of The Summit are available at:  
Uhttp://waurisa.org/thesummit/ 
Interested in volunteering your time to help WAURISA? 
Contact Angela Johnson or any Board member listed above. 

 

    
WAURISA 
1402 AUBURN WAY NORTH 
PBN 158 
AUBURN WA 98002 

 


